Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 08642 051026Z 
20 

ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

SP-02 SS-15 /040 W 

— - 107947 

R 041642Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1033 
INFO DIA WASH DC 

SECRET LAGOS 8642 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, NI 

SUBJ: NIGERIAN INTEREST IN PURCHASING MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

REF: (A) LAGOS 7987(B) STATE 168548 

(C) USDAO LAGOS IR 6 871 0183 75 181353Z AUG 7 

1. AS INDICATED IN REFS (A) AND (C) NIGERIAN AIR FORCE (NAF) IS 
UNCERTAIN WHETHER TO BUY US F-5'S AND HELICOPTERS AT HANOI 
BARGAIN BASEMENT OR GET NEW EQUIPMENT. HELICOPTER PRICE TAG 
IS ATTRACTIVE, BUT THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT CONDITION OF USED 
EQUIPMENT AND ABOUT AVAILABILITY FMS SPARE PARTS. 

2. IF FMS SPARES ARE FLATLY UNAVAILABLE FOR AFRICAN MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT CAPTURED IN SOUTH EAST ASIA AND PURCHASED FROM HANOIT 
BY FRIENDLY THIRD COUNTRIES, BEST FOR FMG TO KNOW IT NOW. 

THIS MIGHT HELP DISSUADE THEM FROM HANOI PURCHASES. MOREOVER, 

IF FMG WERE TO PURCHASE U.S. EQUIPMENT FROM HANOI WITHOUT 
KNOWING U.S. POSITION, A LATER TURNDOWN OF REQUEST FOR SPARES WOULD 
BE MORE DIFFICULT AND MORE DAMAGING TO U.S. /NIGERIAN RELATIONS 
THAN WOULD OEGATIVE RESPONSE AT THIS JUNCTURE. 

3. ON OTHER HAND, IF NAF WERE TO PURCHASE U.S. AIRCRAFT FROM 
HANOI, THIS MIGHT AT LEAST BE A FOOT IN THE DOOR, OPENIOG WAY 
NOT ONLY FOR SPARE PARTS SALES BUT POSSIBLY ALSO FOR SALE OF 
BASIC AVIAION EQUIPMENT DIRECTLY FROM U.S. HERETOFORE, 

SOVIETS AND U.K. HAVE HAD INSIDE TRACK ON MUCH OF NIGERIA'S 
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MILITARY PURCHASES. AS FMG IS CLEARLY DETERMINED TO ACQUIRE 
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MILIARY HARDWARE, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT USEFUL TO ATTEMPT 
DISCOURAGE THEM FROM MAKING SUCH PURCHASES IN U.S. 

4. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, OPTIMUM POSITION MIGHT BE TO INDICATE 
RELUCTANCE NOW REPEAT NOW ON PROVISION OF FMS POSITION THAT 
IT WOU D COMPLETELY PRECLUDE PROVISION FMS SPARES LATER IF 
NAF WERE NEVERTHELESS TO BUY HANOI AIRCRAFT. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE WASHINGTON VI 
WS AND GUIDANCE. 

EASUM 
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